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COUGHTON with SAMBOURNE PARISH NEWS 
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Whilst the Editor welcomes material for publication in “The Link”, they do not guarantee 

that items submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue.  The Editor reserves 

the right to edit or shorten items used.  Publication is in good faith and does not imply 

accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed 

RECTOR of ALCESTER MINSTER: Vacancy.    Please contact the Administrator 
 

Administrator 

Tricia Berry t: 01789 509278  m: 07840 284294 

(Monday - Friday 10.00 am - 1.30 pm)  

Alcester Minster Office, Church House, 17 Butter Street, Alcester, B49 5AL (opening 

hours 10.30 - 12.30 Monday - Friday) 

administrator@alcesterminster.org 
 

Reader 

Mrs P Newbold   t: 01527 458852   the_newbolds@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

COUGHTON WITH SAMBOURNE CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

Church Warden  Gail Laband t:01789 764736  gail@laband.uk 

Assistant Church Warden Mike Thake t:07966314828 mike@thake.biz 

 

PCC Secretary 

Mrs Sue Swinbourne   t: 01527 457357   sueswinbourne@virginmedia.com 
 

Treasurer 

John McTavish, Knockmore, Sambourne Lane, Coughton, Warks B49 5HS 

t: 01789 764703 
 

Coughton Flowers Co-ordinator 

Joy Hawthorne t:01789 764577  joyandjimhomestall@btinternet.com  
Sambourne Flowers Co-ordinator 

Sandra Archer t :01527 892837  

Please contact if wishing to make own flower arrangements for baptisms, weddings 

and funerals.  
 

Sambourne Church Booking Agent 

Debbie Lanz, t: 07711 834716 debs.doo@gmail.com 
 

Family and Children Worker 

Beth Clarke  t: 07494 329638 beth.clarke@covLEC.org 

GIFT AID 

Whenever possible, please gift aid any donations made to our churches.  Charitable causes 

can reclaim an extra 25p in the £1 from the government on donations made under the Gift 

Aid Scheme.  The giver must have paid a tax amount that at least equals the tax being 

reclaimed on the donation.  Please contact the treasurer. 

This Parish newsletter is delivered free of charge by volunteers. 
Contributions towards the cost of production are very welcome. 

Items of news for “The Link” by the FOURTEENTH of the month to:  

Gail Smith gaildsmith@aol.com t: 07449 930480 



Sue Henwood 

New Beginnings 

As we leave winter behind us and enjoy the signs of 

spring, the snowdrops, daffodils and other bulbs, we also 

see signs of the end to restrictions on our lives.  As we will 

have a phased end to lockdown, we are also, in the 

Alcester Minster, going to see a phased end to our 

interregnum. 

On 3rd. March we will welcome our new Rector, Revd. 

Katie Cross, in an informal service on Zoom (see the 

Minster website – www.alcesterminster.org for details).  

She will be with us only remotely for the first few weeks, 

until she and her family move to Alcester at the beginning 

of April. 

We will be seeing Katie in our churches from the middle/

end of April, and there will be a formal service of 

Installation sometime at the end of April/beginning of 

May.  Please pray for her as she begins her ministry 

among us in such strange circumstances, and for all the 

family as they settle in. 

Lent is a time for new beginnings too.  It is traditionally a 

time for self-examination, fasting and repentance (a sort 

of spiritual spring-clean) in order to restore our 

relationship with God.  But it is not just about giving up 

old bad habits, or restraining our self-indulgence for a 

while – it is also the time for starting new, good habits 

too, to build up our spiritual lives and nurture our 

relationship with God.  Ideas can be found on the Minster 

website. 

As you look around you and see 

the signs of spring, notice too 

the signs of new beginnings in 

your own lives, and give thanks 

to God who makes all things 

new. 
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Did you know that you can now 'LIKE' Alcester 
Minster on facebook? 

Find details and pictures of events at  

www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster  

Alcester Minster Church Services March 2021 

Did you know that you can now 'LIKE' Alcester 
Minster on facebook? 

Find details and pictures of events at  

www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster  

An On-line service is available every Sunday on the 
Welcome page of the Alcester Minster website 

www.alcesterminster.org  

 MINSTER EVENTS 

For the most up-to-date information on Minster Events 

please see the website calendar on the noticeboard page on 

the website – www.alcesterminster.org or check out the 

07 Mar Readings: Psalm 19 v 1 - 14 

1Corinthians 1 v 18 – 25; John 2 v 13 - 22 
No Minster services 

Lent 3       
14 Mar Readings: Psalm 122 v 1 – 9 

2 Corinthians 1 v 3 – 7; Luke 2 v 33 - 35 
Mothering 10.00 am Holy Communion Alcester 
Sunday No other Minster Church service 
        
21 Mar Readings: Psalm 42 v 1 – 11 

Hebrews 5 v 5 – 10; John 12 v 20 - 33 
Lent 5 10.00 am Holy Communion Alcester 
Purple No other Minster Church service 
        
28 Mar Readings: 

Mark 11 v 1 – 11; John 12 v 12 - 16 
Palm Sunday 10.00 am Morning Prayer Alcester 
Red No other Minster Church service 
        

You must reserve a place if you wish to attend a Minster 
service, by emailing or telephoning the Administrator 

Email: administrator@alcesterminster.org 

Tel: 01789 763 246 

http://www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster
http://www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster
about:blank
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We are delighted to announce that the Reverend Katie Cross has 
been appointed as the next Rector in the parishes of Alcester, 
Arrow with Weethley, Haselor, Kinwarton with Great Alne, and 
Coughton with Sambourne, known as the Alcester Minster 
Benefice in the Diocese of Coventry, subject to the completion of 
all legalities. 
Katie is presently Rector in the Netherexe Parishes, a rural 
mission community of eight parishes and ten churches near 
Exeter in Devon. 
Katie, her husband Paul and family will move to Alcester Rectory 
at the beginning of April. We have yet to arrange a date for her 
institution service 

 Prayer  

The Ministry Leadership Team  

 would like you to pray for  

the following topics:  

1. Pray for all those who are in hospital, either because of 

Covid or other reasons, that they may know God’s peace, 

comfort and healing touch.  

2. Pray for all those making decisions about the restrictions 

and when to start easing them, may they be given wisdom 

and the ability to judge between different priorities.  

Lateral Flow Antigen Testing If you are taking part in 
church related activities with regular contact with the 
public, such as helping with the food bank etc. and do not 
have any COVID symptoms, you are encouraged to 
access weekly Lateral Flow Testing. This is a very quick 
process with quick results. You would need to pre-book a 
test. Find out more by following the link:  
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/covidcommunitytesting 
there is a centre in Stratford-upon-Avon.  







Nature jottings from Perrymill Lane 

Phil J (19th February)  

I have read recently how numbers of our common 
garden birds have been dwindling and this was really 
brought home to me when I carried out a count for 
the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch. One benefit of keeping these 
jottings is that I can now look back over several years and I see 
that in the 2018 birdwatch I recorded 16 species in the garden. 
This year I managed just 10 and those were in much smaller 
numbers than 2018. It is a worry. 

19th Jan. As we walked into Coughton along Sambourne Lane a 
Fox emerged from the hedgerow and trotted down the lane 
before disappearing by the cemetery. 

20th Jan. A Sparrowhawk surveyed the garden from our fence 
before flying off in search of a meal elsewhere. 

27th Jan. A walk along Wike Lane often provides a variety of 
birdlife in the line of trees and bushes. Today in one spot we 
found Long-tailed Tits, Blue Tits, a Treecreeper, and a Nuthatch. 

5th Feb. Peter reported having seen three Cormorants near 
Coughton Court and Matt mentioned having seen a Red Kite 
over his Coughton Lane home. A couple of other Coughton 
residents have mentioned seeing a Red Kite overhead recently. 

Catkins are becoming more obvious in the hedgerows and we 
spotted the first signs of wild garlic in the verges. 

6th Feb. A fellow walker in Wike Lane mentioned having had her 
attention attracted by distinctive bird song farther down the 
lane. From her description I’m sure it was a Song Thrush, and it 
was in an area where we have often heard one singing. 

We spotted five Yellowhammers on a hedgerow in Coughton 
Lane. 

We arrived home from our walk to find a male Sparrowhawk 
perched comfortably on our garden fence. It stayed for at least 
half an hour before moving on. 

9th Feb. A small flock of Siskins was active in the stand of larch 
trees by the entrance to Coughton Lodge Farm. 

10th Feb. The cold weather brought a Redwing into our garden 
where it spent a few minutes feeding on the lawn. 

14th Feb. We were pleased to see a Song Thrush in our back 
garden hedge, from where it moved into the flower border to 
search for food. Sadly, they are now quite rare visitors to our 
garden. 



We may be closed over the winter but our conservation team 

are still hard at work carrying out the deep clean of the 

house ready for when we re-open in spring. During the 

closed months archive documents are photographed and 

filed, all of the brown wood furniture is dusted and museum 

wax is used to clean iron, steel, copper and brass which 

provides a protective seal for the next season. 

By February we are deep into our annual clean and it’s a 

really good time for the team to condition check each object 

in the collection. This includes checking the books in the 

Saloon which are susceptible to mould and waxing the floors 

which is a big job for the conservation team.  

Our sister properties over at Baddesley Clinton and 

Packwood are open all year except Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day. There’s something magical about walking in 

winter, from hearing the frosty grass crunch underfoot to 

seeing low-lying mists sweeping across the countryside, the 

first months of the new year  are the perfect time to wrap up 

warm, throw on some wellies and go for an invigorating 

walk. Blow away the cobwebs along blustery canal paths or 

take a frosty stroll across the Warwickshire countryside, now 

is the ideal time to get outside and enjoy the outdoors.  

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of a lockdown 

in England, the gardens and parkland at Baddesley and 

Packwood will remain open for local people to exercise. The 

safety of staff, volunteers and visitors from the nearby 

community remains our priority. We know how important it 

is for people to seek fresh air and nature and we urge 

visitors to stick to the rules and stay local. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coughtoncourt  or call 01789 
400777 

Follow us on Twitter @NTCoughton or ‘Like’ us at 
www.facebook.com/CoughtonCourt 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Junior Link  

Baptisms 

No Baptism services have taken place 

Weddings 

No Wedding services have taken place 

Funerals 

No funerals services have taken place  

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals from 15 October to 14 December 2020  

in connection with Coughton with Sambourne Parish 



 

 

COUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

If YOU would like to contribute to the monthly 
magazine, then please contact the editor Gail Smith 
via email: gaildsmith@aol.com 

Our meetings are now being held virtually on Zoom & information can 
be found on our website.  

Our Parish Assembly is on Monday 29th March 2021 at 7pm. 

We would love you to join us! 

Our new website includes the following information and more: 

Councillors Info, Meeting Dates, Agendas, Minutes, Events, News & In-
formation and a Planning Tracker. 

Please sign up for email alerts at www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk 

For PC information, please contact our Clerk: 

Kerry Finlayson coughtonclerk@gmail.com  

Coughton & Sambourne 100 Club 

Another new name was added to the list of winners following 
the February draw for £100. Roger Hammersley of 
Sambourne was the lucky one on this occasion. 
Congratulations to him - perhaps he will treat Janet!! 

As there has been no change in the restrictions due to covid 
the Organisers have opted to have the March draw for £100 
to be again with Peter Laband on Facebook. The draw will be 
made on Sunday 7th at 12 noon at the Cottage in 
Sambourne. Look out for it on Facebook.         

The Organisers will be pleased to welcome any new 
members who would like to join the 100 Club.  By doing so 
you would not only be helping to maintain the churches in 
both Sambourne and Coughton but also have every chance 
of winning a cash prize each month. You should contact 
Peter Laband (01527 893879) or John McTavish (01789 
764703) to be included in the monthly bit of fun.    
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To place your advert here 

Please contact the Editor  

on 07449 930480 

gaildsmith@aol.com 


