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Vacancy - Please contact Gail Laband if you are interested in helping the
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GIFT AID

Whenever possible, please gift aid any donations made to our churches. Charitable
causes can reclaim an extra 25p in the £1 from the government on donations
made under the Gift Aid Scheme. The giver must have paid a tax amount that at
least equals the tax being reclaimed on the donation. Please contact the treasurer.

Items of news for “The Link” by the FOURTEENTH of the month to:
Gail Smith gaildsmith@aol.com t: 07449 930480

Whilst the Editor welcomes material for publication in “The Link"”, they do not
guarantee that items submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue. The
Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items used. Publication is in good faith and
does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed

THIS PARISH NEWSLETTER IS DELIVERED FREE OF CIURGE BY VOLUNTEERS.
LONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE COST OF PRODUCTION ARE VERY WELCOME



A Message from Rev Katie Cross
Weave a Christmas story...

As December marches on and the days get shorter, we
are reminded that the year is coming to a close, but &&=
not before we have celebrated and spent time together. “ e <l
There are lots of traditions that people have at this ‘@'{&“
time of the year. The Church uses these days of

advent, as a time to wait, in anticipation of the celebration to come.
Some of you might have an advent calendar to mark the days, or
perhaps use a candle, burning a little each day, but however you log
the days, these last few moments of the year will pass all too quickly.

You may have traditions that determine who you get together with, the
ways you will celebrate and what will be eaten and drunk. We each
have our own ways of marking the occasion. For some, this Christmas
will be difficult, the first without a loved one, or changed
circumstances, Coronavirus has altered many things which may mean
that previous traditions seem to lose their appeal.

Advent gives us the opportunity to stop and think, to reflect on our
lives. The word Advent simply means ‘coming’ - it’s the season when
Christians remember that God came to earth to be born as a child,
Jesus. God also promised that Jesus will come again at the end of time
to heal all the world’s hurts and divisions. Advent remembers this
amazing promise, so it can be a time of hope, of getting ready, and
expectation.

Whether this is a familiar Christmas or a new encounter, can I suggest
that you might think about starting a new tradition?

If you can, take time throughout December to be thankful for all the
good things we have. Maybe you would like to say a prayer to God,
thanking him each day for the little surprises and gifts that life offers
us. And as we approach Christmas itself, why not come and hear the
story for yourself once again, be reminded that there is hope for this
world, that God does indeed love us. Weave yourself a new story, wrap
your presents with thankfulness, sing a few carols, enjoy time with
family and friends and come to a Christmas service
where the greatest story will be retold, and we are
reminded that we are not alone.

Whatever Christmas means to you, I pray that you
know you are loved.

With Christmas blessings Katie




Alcester Minster Church Services — December 2021

05 Dec

Advent 2
Purple

Tuesday 07 Dec
12 Dec

Advent 3

Purple

Friday 17 Dec
Saturday 18 Dec
19 Dec

Advent 4

Purple

Alcester
Tuesday 21 Dec
24 Dec
Christmas Eve

Purple
Christmas Eve

Midnight

Purple/white
25 Dec
Christmas Day

White/Gold
26 Dec
Christmas 1

Each Wednesday

Readings: Philippians 1 v 3 - 11, Luke3v1-6

9.00 am Morning Prayer
11.00 am Gift Service
11.00 am Morning Worship

4.00 pm Holy Communion

2.15 pm Christmas Tea

Readings: Philippians 4 v4 - 7, Luke 3 v 7 - 18
9.00 am Holy Communion
11.00 am Sung Eucharist
7.30 pm Carol Service
5.00 pm Christingle
Readings: Micah 5 v 2 - 5a, Luke 1 v 39 - 55
9.00 am Holy Communion
9.00 am Holy Communion
11.00 am Morning Worship with Baptism
6.30 pm Alcester Town Carols
7.00 pm Carols by Candlelight
Readings: Acts 13 v 16 - 26, Luke 1 v 67 - 79
3.00 pm Children’s Carols

3.00 pm Christmas Communion
5.00 pm Crib service
Readings:Isaiah 52 v 7 - 10, John 1 v 1 - 14

11:00 pm Sung Eucharist
11:15 pm Holy Communion
Readings: Isaiah9v 2 -7, Luke2 v 1 - 20
9.00 am Holy Communion
9.00 am Holy Communion
11.00 am Family Eucharist

Haselor
Alcester
Great Alne
Sambourne
Sambourne

Arrow
Alcester
Haselor
Coughton

Haselor
Weethley
Alcester
Alcester
Kinwarton

Great Alne

Weethley
Alcester

Alcester
Great Alne

Haselor
Kinwarton
Alcester

Readings: Colossians 3 v 12 - 17, Luke 2 v 41 - 52

10.00 am Minster ‘Said’ Holy

10.00 am Midweek Holy Communion

Alcester

Alcester

Please note: No mid-week Holy Communion on 29 December

An On-line service is available every Sunday on the Welcome page

MINSTER EVENTS

For the most up-to-date information on Minster Events
please see the website calendar on the noticeboard page on
the website - www.alcesterminster.org or check out the

weekly notice sheets available in the churches

Did you know that you can now 'LIKE' Alcester

Minster on facebook?
Find details and pictures of events at

M

www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster

Alcester Minster Churches at Alcester,
Arrow, Coughton, Great Alne, Haselor,
Kinwarton, Sambourne and Weethley



http://www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster
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in one star each day until Christmas.
Leave the large star at the top of the
tree to colour in on Christmas day!

Junior Link

N,
ﬁ Presents at Christmas {/?(
under the tree,
A red Christmas stocking
waiting for me,
N

But what really is Christmas,
What is it about?
Just look and the Bible
and you will find out! ﬁ>
It's about JESUS
- the best present of all,

JESUS our Saviour,
God's gift to us all!

Colour the tree then colour

3 shows the way
O, */’ » tolesus &5
Read

R

OMatthew 2:1-12

i bring messages from Go

lights our way to God
Read Luke 2:29-3

PRESENTS
remind us of God's
special gift tous ... JESUS!

. e/
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N £ Eadl S,
“For God loved the world so much that He ﬁ

gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not die but have eternal life.” John 3:16




December Delights!

‘Just dreaming of a non-Covid Christmas'’

t would be so good if it would be completely non-covid, but great to see a bit of
familiarity! Praise God!

CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON TEA _after such a long absence will be on Tuesday
7™ December at Sambourne starting at 2.15 pm so we will have lots of time
and still get home in the light. Lifts will be provided if necessary. We ask you to
bring masks, and we will have a bit of spaciousness and fresh air, but otherwise
it will be as usual - if you remember - poems, few songs, Thought for the Day
and teas and delicious bits and pieces, including the obligatory TRIFLE!
Everyone is welcome, but do let myself or Gail know you are coming, as we
really haven't a clue how many to cater for, and in any case need to be Covid
aware.

Yes, it is back!! Halleluiah!! But sorry not on Christmas Eve, on SATURDAY
18™ December at 5.00 pm at St Peter's Coughton. Our lovely Rector, Revd
Katie Cross, and I will be doing it between us, so there may be some surprises,
but do come along, Mums and Dads, Grannies and Grandads, Aunts and Uncles
and all the friends and neighbours and children you can gather. Be assured
Jesus will be there to greet youl But do please bring a torch, because you need
to park in the National Trust car park. Masks would be good, but not compulsory.
Think we will make the Christingles at Sambourne in the morning, at 10.30 am.

CAROL SERVICE

At Coughton will be on Wednesday 22" December at 6.00 pm. This is a bit
more traditional, but how great to sing those lovely carols and hear the familiar
stories that remind us what Christmas is all about. Followed by Mulled wine and
mincepies. Again, remember torch and parking.

Christmas day services are at 9.00 am at Haselor and Kinwarton and at 1lam at
Alcester.

Happy Christmas everybody!!

dat N
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Nature jottings from Perrymill Lane

We have entered what can be a rather gloomy time of year, but nature
can brighten our days.

= 13" Oct. Although most leaves are still green, I look from an
upstairs window and see the first autumn golden glow in
neighbours’ trees.

23™ Oct. Gail informed me that Middletown has received a
surprise, and perhaps unwelcome, visitor over recent days.
First there was an unexplained disappearance of a chicken
from a garden. Then there were reports of a chicken-stealing
Harris Hawk in Astwood Bank. Finally, it was spotted perched on a pole
in Wayne and Jenny’s garden. The Harris Hawk is a native of southern
United States and parts of Central and South America, but is popular in
Falconry in this country.

24" Oct. As we walked along Wike Lane and into the woods we noticed a
number of Jays in flight. They become quite obvious at this time of year
as they seek out acorns.

We were entranced by the feature on MacGregor’s Bower Bird in David
Attenborough’s “Mating Game” programme. Its mimicry of sounds
including human voices was amazing and worth seeking out if you
missed it.

27™ Oct. Most years we have a Lawyer’s Wig fungus (Coprinus comatus)
appear in our gravel drive and we spotted one today. The family is
known as Ink Caps and a few days later it lived up to its name when we
saw it had auto-digested into a black mess.

5% Nov. One pleasure at this time of year is encountering mixed flocks of
small birds, mostly of the Tit family, feeding in the trees in Wike Lane.
We stopped to watch such a party today. Later, we noticed a Nuthatch
spending some time on our garden feeders.

7™" Nov. We spotted a Red Admiral feeding on flowers in our garden.

9th Nov. We hear from the residents of Station
House, Coughton, that their garden and pool are
quite a nature reserve with visitors including a
Cormorant, five pairs of Mallard, Herons, Greylag and
Canada Geese, a Kingfisher, and a passing Barn Owl.
They have also noticed the arrival of Fieldfares,
which we have yet to see this autumn.

10™ Nov. I had recently noticed that pyracantha shrubs in our garden
~were covered in berries, and had hopes for a visit from winter
% thrushes to feed. Today I realised that the berries were fast
4§3 disappearing and soon saw a Blackbird wolfing them down.
11" Nov. From our back garden a Tawny Owl could be heard

calling from the direction of Oak Tree Lane at dusk.
Phil J (12th November)

J:
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o Sambourne Village Association :,i.
e"‘z Sunday 5th December Join us for the annual Christmas tree fi
& lights switch on following the church service at 5.30 pm. There &
8  will be mulled wine, mince pies and perhaps even some carol &
% singing. Donations towards the Christmas tree costs are as usual %
Y much appreciated. Please contact Julie: 01527 892644 o
}E. juliewaplington@hotmail.com :,:..

« Sunday 12th December The Children's Christmas Party will be &
¢« held from 3-5 pm. Tickets in advance at £3.50 from Justin. A visit ¢
« from Santa, gifts, games, crafts and snacks. Parents are welcome {w

¢+ to stay for a glass of sherry and a chat. o
‘L A Great big thanks to the enthusiastic group of volunteers who 154
© [
g have come forward to take over from Ann and Kate. o
{‘z If anyone would like to help selling tickets, please contact Justin «‘Z
© on 07970 518953. o
(3 N

o Sunday 19th December Christmas carols at the Green Dragon t».;u

4 %me@ém?y

May dJesus our Saviour,
who was born on Christmas Day,
Bless you at this season,
in a very special way.

May the beauty and the promise
of that silent, holy night
Fill your heart with peace
and happiness
and make your new year bright.

Helen Steiner Rice
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Conservation over the winter months at the North
Warwickshire Portfolio

Ash dieback is a growing concern across the country including at
many National Trust properties and we will sadly see the decline
and death of many - maybe the majority - of ash trees over the
next few years. Where trees die in places where they could affect
people, we have an obligation to work on them to ensure the
safety of staff, volunteers, visitors and the wider public.

Ash dieback is a disease of ash trees caused by a fungus
called Hymenoscyphus fraxineus. It causes leaf loss, crown dieback
and bark lesions in affected trees. Once a tree is infected the
disease is usually fatal, either directly, or indirectly by weakening
the tree to the point where it succumbs more readily to attacks by
other pests or pathogens. We don‘'t yet know what the full impact
of the disease will be in Britain, but it seems likely to affect 70-
95% of our ash trees. We have seen significant decline already in
ash on chalk and limestone landscapes like the South Downs and
White Peak over the last couple of years, and most places in
England and Wales are now affected to some degree.

This winter at Baddesley Clinton, Packwood and Coughton Court
around 100 ash trees need to be felled on public safety grounds
across the land we care for. At Packwood this work is due to start
mid-November and over at Baddesley from the start of January.
Some visitor paths may be closed during your visit for public safety
as well as for our staff and contractor safety. At Coughton we are
hoping to get this work completed over the closed season, but you
may see the work being completed from public footpaths across
the estate.

Some of the felled trees will be removed and re-purposed as
firewood and some out on the estate will be left. The deadwood
and log stacks left behind are excellent for fungi, soil condition,
invertebrates and birds

Abi

For full opening days & more information please
visit: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coughtoncourt or call 01789
400777

Follow us on Twitter @NTCoughton or ‘Like’ us
at www.facebook.com/CoughtonCourt
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Keep Fit Adele has
been very gentle and
it's such fun (honest!)
If you would like to
join us it's £5 per
session and is at 1.30
pm on Wednesdays do
give Pat Newbold a |
ring on 01527
458852 to check
availability.

COUGHTON & SAMBOURNE 100 CLUB

The November draw for £100 was won by Helen McCarthy, a
previous Churchwarden, now living in Evesham. Helen an earlier
Jackpot winner this year is obviously having a good 2021.

For this month and as Christmas is coming there will be 3 prizes
for December. 1% prize £100, 2" prize £50 and 3™ prize the
specially prepared cockerel for the Christmas lunch table donated
by Heart of England Farms. The draw will be made on Sunday 5%
at 5.00pm at Sambourne Church Hall.

The Organisers would be delighted to have some new members
join the 100 Club. By doing so you would not only be helping to
maintain the churches in both Sambourne and Coughton but also
have every chance of winning a cash prize each month. You
should contact Peter Laband (01527 893879) or John McTavish
(01789 764703) to be included in the monthly bit of fun.

P
COUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

Our meetings are held at Coughton CofE Primary School and our next meeting is
on Monday 24th January at 6.30pm.

We would love you to join us!
Our website includes the following information and more:

Councillors Info, Meeting Dates, Agendas, Minutes, Events, News & Information
and a Planning Tracker.

Please sign up for email alerts at www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
For PC information, please contact our Clerk:
Sarah Whittaker coughtonclerk@gmail.com
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A COUNCILLOR? WE HAVE A VACANCY



http://www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk/
mailto:coughtonclerk@gmail.com

SAMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Our meetings are held at the Sambourne Parish
Y rooms located opposite The Green Dragon public v
house and our next meeting is on Tuesday 11"
January 2022 at 19:00pm.

We need your help in updating the Sambourne Parish plan

Our website www.sambourneparish.org.uk includes the following
information and more:

Meeting Dates, Minutes, Agendas, Councillors Information,
News & Information Local Contacts, Community Speed
Watch and a Planning Tracker.

Please sign up for email alerts by clicking the link on the website.
For all PC matters, please contact our Clerk:
Teresa Murphy clerk.sambournepc@aol.com

Time to celebrate
but above all, time to

Baptisms, Weddings & Funeral

Announcements

(]
There were none during this periodd BG‘ t()g@tll@l .
15 October to 14 November 2021 Heart of [ neland Farms
in connection with Coughton with Sambourne V&
Parish Clhristmas fl”"r(é_l)&, coc

Take the hassle out of Christmas shopping by catching the free
Thursday bus to Redditch. Each week it picks up from =
The Green Dragon at 10.00 am. Other pickups are MU@U
available, inc. Middletown Lane layby next to the ===a
noticeboard. & fi

Lateral Flow Antigen Testing If you are taking part in church
related activities with regular contact with the public, such as
helping with the food bank etc. and do not have any COVID
symptoms, you are encouraged to access weekly Lateral Flow
Testing. This is a very quick process with quick results. You
would need to pre-book a test. Find out more by following the
link:https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/covidcommunitytesting
there is a centre in Stratford-upon-Avon.
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PF MIDLANDS

INDEPENDENT LAND ROVER SPECIALISTS
Dealer performance - Complete independence

Ross Timber Yard, Morton Bagot, L AND
Studley, Warwickshire. B80 7EB
Tel: 01527 857565 www. idlands.co.uk

Email: service@pfmidlands.com

Ta pcastud

Com puter Servlces Festive flavour to savour
& Com rHardware @ Office 365 Loca”g reared, free range Christmas
@ Software ® Support ,
. ® MNetwork Bronze and White turl(egs, Cockcrels,
L] \u urity & Vinus/Malware GCCSC and DUCi<5~
cart of [~ ngland ["arms have been rearing christmas poultry for over 30 years,
Specialising n free range bronze turkeys, cockerels, white turkeys and geese
1 5 792196 Microsoft can offer something to keep every tastebud happy! With sizes ra ng from
smaller 3kg coc ckerels to beautiful 1 ikg+ turkeys, whatever the size of your
T ¥ 0 gathering we have the ideal solution
Alter spending s n|on g apart ¢ <1urm 2020 Christmas is a time to be together.
An \AcJ‘om—m ortunity to put those nconunA cookir s to the test perhaps!
Stuart Dyson Obur bronze turkeys have free range in open filds, the perimeter fence is o
keep the wily fox out rather than rl—.( birds in! The ¢ wander at will being
s allowed acres of space for grazing, and o1 r cockerels and ducks ar allowed the
LOft ladder ﬁttlng time f(Prea h maturity resultir ing in the tastiest birds ever!
Conforms to For prices and i ordering p|ea<c visit our website, however for any individual
BS EN 14975 questions do not hes SiEate 16 give usa call. Collection days are the 23rd and

24th December or delivery can be arranged as required.

Light weight 7.4kg

Free estimates

el | e todether this Christmas

Home: 01527 850295
All other carpentry work undertaken

www.hea rtowcenglanc{lcarms.com

01926 843460

chlcy Koad, Claverclon, C\/§5 BFS

i\zr ewell Tree Care Ltc

% All aspects of tree work undertaken
¢ Fully insured for all tree and associated work »
% All work carried out to British Standard 3998

Friendly professional service e
01789 297 686 or 07866 019 562 Tonstet 10 acter

www.marknewelltreecare.co.uk Fiiduson
Stratford-Upon-Avon - Warwickshire n Facebook

.. Professional tree care at its best




CEDARWOOD LANDSCAPES

N 24
e ) G ROUND MAINTENANCE

Complete Landscaping e Garden Maintenance
Patios & Driveways « Mowing
Fencing & Decking = Hedge Cutting

-

FULLY INSURED
o=

Water Features Lawn & Border Care
Garden Design Seasonal Care

T: 01789 612253 M: 07796 206603
E: enquiries@cedarwoodlandscapes.com
www.cedarwoodlandscapes.com

Auction Sales & \ kg’.@!&' L Bennett

Valuations PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Valuation, collection and auction ESTIMATES FREE

service of individual items ‘
through to Cgmplete property 1188, .EVCSham Road, A.StWOOd Bank
and commercial clearances. Redditch, Worcestershire. B96 6DT

Call for a free no obligation quote or| TELEPHONE: 01527 893162
email info@leauction.co.uk

‘Appreciate the difference of
SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED afamily owned company’

www.leauction.co.uk )
James Giles
and Sons Litd

The Complete Funeral Directors

18 Guy Street, Leamington| % 01527 852213

Spa, CV32 4RT)| (Charter  jamesgilesandsonsitd.co.uk

LOCKE & ENGLAND

THE THROCKMORTON
FREEHOUSE - INN - QUALITY DINING

SHX

n af'--"v YCKmMortor
WWW.THETHROCKMORTON.COM




meEGREEN |
DRAGON

SAMBOURNE|;:

GREA'I'FOOD'GREA’I’BEH{'GREKI‘VALUE

01527 892465

www.thegreendragoninn.co.uk

O
TREE S E

URGERY

r;/’R obi

vy~ Professional
v~ Qualified
v~ Fully Insured

@robinsontreesurgery

Call now for your free quotation

01527 542 992
07585 661 621

george@robinsontreesurgery.co.uk

ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates.
Evening and weekend appointments
also available

Member of the
Institute of Chimney
Based locally in Inkberrow Sweeps
Phone: 01386 793248
Mobile: 07789 721303

Got a MOLE Problem?
Rob Petherbridge

Traditional — Professional — Fully Insured
Alcester’s Master Molecatcher
As listed on www.mole-catcher.co.uk
The humane and effective way
to control your moles

Free no-obligation survey and/or advice
No Catch — No Fee

07704 324271 01789 762067

Do you need a Helping Hand?

If you are looking for an alternative to residential care or extra
support for those everyday tasks that are becoming difficult for you or
.aloved one — then we’re here to help - from 30 minutes per week to

full-time Live-in Care.

Our Warwickshire care team has been providing award winning
quality homecare since 1989 and can help with: personal care,

Helping Hands

The Home Care Specialists

Est. 1989

housekeeping, help getting around or even to provide a break to an

existing family member or care-giver.
To find out how we can help you,

call: 01789 444 307 or visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk




Looking for brilliant ~ where children love to play ..and play to learn
Childcare?

V' Enjoy peace of mind childcare
v FHiendly, caring teams
Call formore infotoday ' Lorge outdoor spaces
At Studley and At Studley Infants V' Extended opening 7:30am - 6:00pm
Nurseries & Out of School Clubs v Babies, Toddlers, Pre-School
01527 852165 07958 658932 v Before, Atter School & Holiday Clubs %'x % x"

We offer seasonal weed and
feed treatments from just £15*
that will keep your lawn looking
lush, green and weed-free
throughout the year.

Simply call us today for a
FREE lawn analysis and quote: °

01905 840740
GreenThumb

LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE

Prices
from just

£15

per treatment

“Prices based on a lawn size of up to 40m?

Unit 5, Victoria Works, Birmingham Road, Studiey, Warks. B80 7AP

Telephone: 01527 853232 Fax: 01527 857694

" APPROVED MEMBER MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRERS ASSOCIATION
CAR AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL REPAIRS
SERVICING AND DIESEL ENGINE SERVICING

Unit 6, Victoria Works

Birmingham Road, Studley, Warwickshire. B80 7AP
Telephone: 01527 853585 Fax: 01527 857694




Mike Baker
Quality Property Maintenance - Est. 1993

From small works to general building and roofing, extensions, refurbishments,
brickwork, re-pointing, cladding and windows, doors hung, carpentry,

/'y ;
A

patios and landscapes, barn conversions.

A complete building service

www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk <><

Tel. 01527-525996

Computer Problems?

Internet / Email WiFi Networking
Windows / Office Virus Removal
Upgrades Hardware Software
Remote Support

..... and more

Contact Stewart on:

07770 848 280

www.PCDoctR.co.uk

ROYAL SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Professional Reliable Service
Pass Plus Courses
Advanced Driving

Motorway Lessons

‘Martin Wall Refresher Lessons

DSA Approved ADI

Telephone: 01527 852727
Mobile: 07962269653

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall,
Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester. We provide a friendly,
dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE

01527 547777

01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER

01564 822001

0121 445 3422

01789 330939




