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COUGHTON with SAMBOURNE PARISH NEWS 



Whilst the Editor welcomes material for publication in “The Link”, they do not guarantee 

that items submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue.  The Editor reserves 

the right to edit or shorten items used.  Publication is in good faith and does not imply 

accuracy of content or agreement with views expressed 

RECTOR of ALCESTER MINSTER: Vacancy.    Please contact the Administrator 
 

Administrator 

Tricia Berry t: 01789 509278  m: 07840 284294 

(Monday - Friday 10.00 am - 1.30 pm)  

Alcester Minster Office, Church House, 17 Butter Street, Alcester, B49 5AL (opening 

hours 10.30 - 12.30 Monday - Friday) 

administrator@alcesterminster.org 
 

Reader 

Mrs P Newbold   t: 01527 458852   the_newbolds@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

COUGHTON WITH SAMBOURNE CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

PCC Secretary 

Mrs Sue Swinbourne   t: 01527 457357   sueswinbourne@virginmedia.com 
 

Treasurer 

John McTavish, Knockmore, Sambourne Lane, Coughton, Warks B49 5HS 

t: 01789 764703 
 

Coughton Flowers Co-ordinator 

Joy Hawthorne t:01789 764577  joyandjimhomestall@btinternet.com  
Sambourne Flowers Co-ordinator 

Sandra Archer t :01527 892837  

Please contact if wishing to make own flower arrangements for baptisms, weddings 

and funerals.  
 

Sambourne Church Booking Agent 

Debbie Lanz, t: 07711 834716 debs.doo@gmail.com 
 

Family and Children Worker 

Beth Clarke  t: 07494 329638 beth.clarke@covLEC.org 
 

Church Warden  Gail Laband :01789 764736  gail@laband.uk 

Assistant Church Warden Mike Thake mike@thake.biz 07966314828  

GIFT AID 

Whenever possible, please gift aid any donations made to our churches.  Charitable causes 

can reclaim an extra 25p in the £1 from the government on donations made under the Gift 

Aid Scheme.  The giver must have paid a tax amount that at least equals the tax being 

reclaimed on the donation.  Please contact the treasurer. 

This Parish newsletter is delivered free of charge by volunteers. 
Contributions towards the cost of production are very welcome. 

Items of news for “The Link” by the FOURTEENTH of the month to:  

Gail Smith gaildsmith@aol.com t: 07449 930480 



A Message from Sue Henwood  

Sue 

November is the month of remembrance, beginning with the 

festival of All Saints on the 1st. November.  We would, normally 

be having a memorial service in the Minster, but that has been 

postponed until people can return to church in greater numbers 

than is possible now.  But do take time in this season to 

remember with thanksgiving those who have died this year, in 

spite of your feelings of sadness and loss.  It is good to give 

thanks to God for those who have enriched our lives, and to be 

grateful for the love that has been shared. 

 At this time, as a nation, we both celebrate deliverance from 

destruction and war, and remember those who have died.  

Again, these times of remembrance will be very different this 

year – more individual and home-based and less community -

based.  However that does not make them any less sincere and 

meaningful – in fact probably more so.  You could light a 

candle or say a prayer at home, put a picture of a poppy in 

your window, make a poppy wreath to put on your door.  I’m 

sure you can come up with your own ideas or find something 

on a website to inspire you. 

As we remember, we can also pray for those who are still 

suffering the effects of war - the bereaved, the injured, the 

refugees, and pray for lasting peace in areas of conflict.   

Ever-living God,  

we remember those whom you have gathered from the storm 

of war,   

into the peace of your presence; 

may that same peace calm our fears, 

bring justice to all peoples 

and establish harmony among the nations, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Did you know that you can now 'LIKE' Alcester Minster on facebook? 

Find details and pictures of events at  

www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster  

Alcester Minster Church Services  

 MINSTER EVENTS 

For the most up-to-date information on Minster Events please see the website 

calendar on the noticeboard page on the website – www.alcesterminster.org or 

check out the weekly notice sheets available in the churches 

 Prayer  
 The Ministry Leadership Team  

 would like you to pray for  

 the following topics:  

 

1. Pray for all those who have been abused within a church setting/by 

someone in the church and have subsequently been ignored, that they 

may find justice, healing and peace.  

2. Give thanks for all those working to make our churches places of safety.  

 The new Pattern of services for the whole Minster can be found on the 
Minster website 

In response to the Government announcement at the weekend, regretfully 
we will not be holding services during the rest of November.  Churches 
will continue to be  OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER.  

For all enquires please call either Tricia Berry:07840284294  
or Gail Laband 07989983099. 
 
Meanwhile weekly online services can be found on the Alcester Minster 
website and on Facebook. 

Christmas services are still uncertain, watch this space. 

VACANCY – Please pray that God will guide us to His choice of a new 
Rector for the Minster parishes.  

Sambourne Armistice Day service—Due 
to Covid 19, this service has been 

cancelled 

http://www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster


Junior Link  







Nature jottings from Perrymill Lane July 

Phil J (14th October)  

14th Sept. The onomatopoeic calls of Chiffchaffs were still being 
heard in Coughton Park woods and near Sambourne Park today. I 
noticed an interesting looking fungus in the woods which the 
“Seek” app on the phone identified as Amanita rubescens. My field 
guide describes it as “indigestible when raw, but harmless and 
good when cooked”. We were not tempted! 

17th Sept. Today delivered our treat of the month. As we walked 
along the Monarch’s Way footpath beyond Botany Bay nursery, we 
noticed a flock of 12+ birds which we recognised as Meadow Pipits. 
They landed on a fence and we realised that there was a different 
species amongst them. Looking through binoculars we could see 
that it was a Wheatear. Another different species was noticed close 
to this and we identified it as a Whinchat. These are both summer 
visitors to this country and we have normally seen them in 
mountain and moorland habitats, so I assume they were on their 
way from their summer haunts back to Africa for the winter. Both 
are very attractive birds. 

20th Sept. The arrival of a Sparrowhawk in our garden instantly 
cleared the area of the small birds that had been busily feeding. 

21st Sept. A doe Fallow Deer crossed our path in the woods. 

22nd Sept. Chris spotted a Weasel in his Middletown Lane garden – 
not the first time. 

27th Sept. During an early morning walk through the woods we had 
good views of a couple of Goldcrests and a mixed flock of tits. 
Several Chiffchaffs could be heard calling. 

1st Oct. A Red Kite flew over us on our woodland walk. 

6th Oct. A Heron was standing in a field off Sambourne Lane in 
Coughton. 

11th Oct. A lady resident of Coughton Lane in Coughton told us of 
seeing three Stonechats in her garden, of a Muntjac that is 
regularly found in her garden shed, and of seeing nineteen Herons 
standing in a circle in a nearby field. 

13th Oct. Overnight a couple of Lawyer’s Wig fungi appeared in our 
gravel drive. These are good to eat but didn’t suit our menu for the 
day! 

14th Oct. Adam commented on seeing flocks of small brown birds 
in a clover field and around cattle. From his description these are 
almost certainly Meadow Pipits. Today we noticed numbers of 
Ladybirds on the house walls presumably seeking suitable 
hibernation sites. 



Coughton & Sambourne 100 Club 

October’s Jackpot draw for £450 was won by one of early 
joining members Sandra Archer from Sambourne. Although a 
previous winner it was over 6 years ago. As we say to all our 
winners squander wisely Sandra.  

This month`s draw for £100 will be made on Sunday 8th at 
Sambourne at 5.00pm       

The Organisers will be pleased to welcome any new members 
who would like to join the 100 Club.  By doing so you would 
not only be helping to maintain the churches in both 
Sambourne and Coughton but also have every chance of 
winning a cash prize each month. You should contact Peter 
Laband (01527 893879) or John McTavish (01789 764703) to 
be included in the monthly bit of fun.    

If YOU would like to contribute to the monthly 
magazine, then please contact the editor Gail Smith 
via email: gaildsmith@aol.com 

 There is a VIRTUAL Prayer Meeting for the needs of the 
Parish and Community every Thursday at 9.15 to 9.45. A 
regular band  of us pray in our homes, mostly at the same 
time each week, but without the need of technology. WE have 
a Bible verse to start us off and inspire us, then pray as we 
feel is needed. If you have any items for prayer, do get in 
touch with Gail Laband or myself—Pat Newbold or if you 
would like to join us we would be delighted! 

There is also a VIRTUAL JULIAN Meeting once a month. 
Please contact Val Duffy Cross for details on 01527 892658 



Visiting Coughton Court this autumn… 

If you're needing to step away from it all and reach a sense of 
calm, we've got the perfect autumn garden for you to explore. 
Admire the beauty of the golden tones of the trees and take a 
moment to notice how the water on a lake is still and peaceful. 
Listen to autumn wildlife in the trees or take a stroll surrounded 
by autumn colour. Jumping in crunchy leaves, discovering shiny 
conkers and enjoying invigorating fresh air with all the family — 
autumn is here for us all to embrace. 

We've introduced advance booking to keep everyone safe and 
maintain social distancing. To avoid disappointment please book 
in advance, especially at busier times such as weekends and 
holidays. However, where space is available on weekdays, pre-
booking may not always be necessary, however if you do not 
book we cannot guarantee admission.  

At Coughton the parkland and garden (excluding the walled 
garden) are open for pre-booking, along with part of the house, 
car park, mini café, shop and toilet facilities. 

Please remember that dogs on leads are welcome in the car 
park and on public footpaths across the estate, only assistance 
dogs are allowed through the archway which includes the 
garden, toilets and mini café. 

On arrival please have your tickets, membership card and 
booking reference close to hand. We've set up a welcome point 
with our friendly team to check your booking and welcome you 
onto site. Please arrive within your half-hour timeslot, to help 
maintain social distancing and once your onsite your welcome 
to stay as long as you like until closing time at 5pm. 

We’re open from 9.30am so grab your wellies and woolly hat 
and enjoy a misty morning walk with a cup of coffee or a hot 
chocolate. Avoid the busy weekends and pop over and see us 
on weekday afternoons too where you can watch the seasons 
change in a beautiful setting. This year, with the kind 
agreement from the Throckmorton family, we’re delighted to be 
open throughout November and part way through December - 
we look forward to welcoming you soon. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coughtoncourt  or call 01789 400777 
 
Follow us on Twitter @NTCoughton or ‘Like’ us at 
www.facebook.com/CoughtonCourt 

about:blank
about:blank


 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting for Coughton with Sambourne 
was held on 19th October via Zoom . 
 
The following members of PCC were elected: 
 
 Mrs Janet Allely 
 Mrs Marjorie Feast 
 Mrs Pauline Snape 
 Mr John McTavish(ex officio) 
 Mrs Margaret Yapp 
 Mrs Sue Swinbourne 
 Mr Mike Thake (Assistant Church Warden)  
  

Gail Laband(Church Warden) 

 

There is a VIRTUAL Prayer Meeting for the needs 
of the Parish and Community every Thursday at 9.15 
to 9.45. A regular band  of us pray in our homes, 
mostly at the same time each week, but without the 

need of technology. WE have a Bible verse to start us off and 
inspire us, then pray as we feel is needed. If you have any 
items for prayer, do get in touch with Gail Laband or myself—
Pat Newbold or if you would like to join us we would be 
delighted! 

There is also a VIRTUAL JULIAN Meeting once a month. 
Please contact Val Duffy Cross for details on 01527 892658 

Since this edition was created, the UK 

Government have bought in the latest Covid 19 

restrictions which commence Thursday 5th 

November.  Whilst every effort has been taken 

to update entries, please check that the 

information is relevant as changes 

can occur daily 

STAY SAFE 



 

 

COUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Our meetings are now being held virtually on Zoom & 
information can be found on our website. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 23rd November at 7pm. 

We would love you to join us! 

Our new website includes the following information and more: 

Councillors Info, Meeting Dates, Agendas, Minutes, Events, 
News & Information and a Planning Tracker. 

Please sign up for email alerts at 
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk 

For PC information, please contact our Clerk: 

Kerry Finlayson coughtonclerk@gmail.com 

about:blank
about:blank


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



  

  

  

  


