


                                                                                                               
Minutes
Ordinary Meeting
of Coughton Parish Council
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Date and time:   	Tuesday 28th March 2023 at 6.30pm 
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary School, Coughton Lane 

Present: Cllr R. Piddington, Cllr L. Carter, Cllr Stanton and Cllr Lewington
In attendance: Sarah Whittaker (Parish Clerk) County Councillor Justin Kerridge, District Councillor Gill Forman, Mr Kolb (Headteacher) and three members of the public. 

214/23 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
No apologies were received. 

215/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest were received.

216/23 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR G. FORMAN
District Cllr Forman reported, that as predicted there was a slight rise in council tax for Band D  properties of 3.2% at a cost of £5. Photographic ID would be required at the upcoming local elections.
Coughton was no longer in Kinnerton Parish due to the boundary changes. District Clr Forman confirmed that she would not be standing for District Councillor this year and passed on her thanks to the council and praised the parish councils work in the local area. Cllr Lewington thanked District Cllr Forman for all the work she has done with the parish council.

217/23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A member of the public highlighted that the parking outside the nursery was still an issue.
It was agreed that the Chairman would speak to the nursery in person and the Clerk would send an email to follow the recent letter.
A message had gone into the local newsletter regarding discarded cans in the vicinity and had a positive response with less cans being found when a local resident was litter picking. 
A member of the public queried whether any work was due to start at The Stackyard. The council had received no further updates from the National Trust. It was suggested that the council contact the regional National Trust offices in Swindon.AP1/MAR – Cllr Lewington agreed to contact the Regional Office of the National Trust to request an update.
use for the chapel on Sambourne Lane which was originally designed for interment of ashes and funerals for local residents. In recent years it had become a storage area. Some residents had proposed turning the chapel into a rural hub. At present there was no electric or water and an application to Coventry Diocese for a change of use from burial chapel to community use would be required. The proposal had been discussed at the local church meeting and had been viewed favourably. A member of the public praised Cllr Lewington’s document to request a feasibility study which was of a very high standard. 


218/23 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington to approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on the 23rd January 2023 The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 		     	     						





219/23 VILLAGE REPORTS	`
        Flood Group – Drains were cleared by the District Council at the bottom of Sambourne Lane, Coughton Lane, Coughton Fields Lane and the Alcester Road (A435). A member of the public reported that all of Sambourne Lane would benefit from being jetted as excess water was causing pot holes.
Community Group – A new concert date had been set for the 15th July at Greig Hall in Alcester. The Coughton fete will take place on the 22nd July 2023.
Coughton C of E Primary School – One new pupil had joined the school. Nationally there had been teacher strikes but no staff had taken part. The Chairman queried how the new Ukranian children had settled at the school. Mr Kolb reported that the children were settled and had learnt the language well.
Roads and pathways - Cllr Stanton reported that the potholes outside no 7 by the crossing had been filled and that some road markings on Sambourne Lane had been missed and needed to be completed. (Cllr Stanton to contact highways regarding this matter)
220/23 FINANCIAL MATTERS
								   
i. RFO Report					DOCUMENT 1 
ii. Authorisation of CTKT mowing contract for the forthcoming year.
It was proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Piddington to authorise the payments below and Cllr Stanton’s ink cartridges at a cost of £79.99. 

	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	39
	S. Whittaker 
	Clerks Expenses
	55.50

	40
	S.Whittaker 
	Clerks Salary 
	275.52 

	    41
	L.Stanton 
	January Newsletter 
	29.59 

	42
	HMRC  
	Clerks Tax
	4.20 

	43
	S.Whittaker 
	Reimbursement of noticeboards 
	25.25 

	44
	HMRC  
	Clerks Tax
	4.40 

	45
	S.Whittaker 
	Clerks Salary 
	275.52 

	
	
	
	669.98





221/23 PLANNING

Reference No: 22/03705/LBC
Coughton Lodge, Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5HU	
Proposed: To remove the non-supporting walls making up the en-suites in bedrooms 7, 8, 9
& 10.
GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

Application(s) reference: 23/00379/TREE
Proposed : G1 - oaks x18 - Reduce lower canopy to give clearance of approx 2metres
from edge of driveway and crown lift up to maximum of 5metres.
At : Coughton Court , Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5JA


Application(s) reference: 22/03670/FUL
Proposed : Change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage
At : Barn , Coughton Lane, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5HP
WITHDRAWN

222/23 COUNTY COUNCILLOR J. KERRIDGE 
Lots of improvements in place for the County Council including Children Services due to the small increase in council tax recently which was comparatively low to some of the rises seen nationally.
County Cllr Kerridge discussed the recent DEFRA Flood review, resulting in Coughton been taken off the list which had further raised the issue of property flooding within the Parish. It was agreed that more information was needed from local householders i.e how much flooding, where from, damage etc which can then be reported back and build relationships with DEFRA as no consultation had taken place with Coughton residents about initiatives such as flood doors and the need for households to report flooding to the County Council.


223/23 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
None to report

224/23 PARISH EVENT CALENDAR
Monthly coffee morning
Cemetery clear up 22nd/ / 23rd April 2023.
Proposed Coronation party in the mews on the Sunday 8th May 2023.  All events advertised in newsletter and on the parish website.

225/23NEW BENCH AT THE FORD
The community fund had purchased a new bench to be cited at the Ford, The District Council had agreed it could be put in place with the understanding that the parish council undertake any maintenance of the bench. A member of the public offered assistance with putting the bench in place and offered cement to secure the bench in place. It was proposed by Cllr Lewington and seconded by Cllr Stanton that the parish council the future maintenance of the bench. 


226/23 PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS 
AP3/Sept – Clerk to investigate prices and sizes and report back to the council – RESOLVED Boards ordered and delivered to Cllr Lewington.
AP1/Jan Agreed that Cllr Carter would further investigate the fishing rights licence and report back to the council ONGOING
AP2/Jan – clerk to contact democratic services requesting an up-to-date parish boundary map. ONGOING – Clerk contacted the team who sent an email link for online forms as no paper maps are currently available due to the recent boundary review.
AP3/JAN – Clerk to write to the nursery requesting use of car park by nursery staff ONGOING – Letter sent, no response at present.

227/23 PARISH ASSEMBLY

It was agreed that the assembly would have a focus on the newly formed environment group such as rights of way, new signage, rivers, litter. Restarting some groups and amalgamating others.  It was planned that representatives from WALC and Stratford District Council would attend to discuss how to support the environment group. Coughton C of E Primary School had an Eco Group who conducted litter picks around the school. Would be good to form links between the school and the Parish Council with an environmental focus. 

228/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington that the next meeting would be Monday 15th May 2023 with the Parish Assembly starting at 6:15pm and the Annual Meeting at 6:45pm. 
The meeting was closed at 7:.15pm.

Sarah Whittaker
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
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